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• Changes in federal laws may affect responsibilities and workload. 
• Much of the litigation caseload is defensive.  The Department has little control over the number, size 

and complexity of the civil lawsuits they must defend. 
 

Limitations of the Financial Statements 
 
The principal financial statements have been prepared to report the financial position and results of operations 
of the Department of Justice, pursuant to the requirements of 31 U.S.C. 3515(b). 
 
While the statements have been prepared from the books and records of the entity in accordance with U.S. 
generally accepted accounting principles for federal entities and the formats prescribed by the OMB, the 
statements are in addition to the financial reports used to monitor and control budgetary resources which are 
prepared from the same books and records. 
 
The statements should be read with the realization that they are for a component of the United States 
Government, a sovereign entity.  


